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NEW DELHI, May 24: Un-
ion Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan today spoke
to Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman and sought her
ministry’s support to overhaul
the CBSE payment gateway
system, officials said.

The development fol-
lowed after students and par-
ents complained of failed
transactions, multiple fee de-
ductions and difficulties in ac-
cessing the CBSE post-re-
sult services portal during the
ongoing verification and re-
evaluation process.

During the discussion, it was
decided that four public sector
banks (PSBs) – the State Bank
of India, Bank of Baroda, Ca-
nara Bank and Indian Bank –
will assist the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) in strengthening its
payment gateway infrastruc-
ture and the necessary inte-
gration with the post-exami-
nation portal, the Education
Ministry said in a statement.

“The banks will enable the
CBSE to put in place robust
payment protocols to ensure
timely payments, address
payment glitches, and auto-
matic refunds for excess pay-
ments, if any,” it said.

According to the state-
ment, Pradhan has directed
the CBSE to undertake a

LEH/JAMMU, May 24:
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena today
launched an ambitious eco-
logical restoration project to
reclaim nearly 800 acres of
barren land near Spituk and
transform it into a productive
ecosystem through innova-
tive freshwater recharge
techniques.

This was a major initia-
tive launched by the LG
aimed at reversing land
degradation in the cold
desert region of Ladakh.

Officials said that the pilot
project has been undertaken
on the directions of the LG
Saxena after identifying around
800 acres of land near Spituk
village in Leh that has re-
mained barren for centuries.

“The initiative seeks to
utilise excess water from
the recently restored Igoo-
Phey irrigation canal by di-
verting it across the degrad-
ed landscape through tem-
porary channels and minor
earthwork interventions us-
ing tractors and other ma-

LG Saxena launches ecological
restoration project in Ladakh

chinery,” they said.
Ladakh receives less than

100 mm of annual rainfall and
is heavily dependent on gla-
cial meltwater, they said.

However, rapid runoff dur-
ing early spring often leads
to soil erosion, inadequate
groundwater recharge and
declining soil moisture, con-
tributing to the expansion of
arid and unproductive land.

According to officials, the

project aims to alter the lo-
cal ecosystem by allowing
freshwater to spread and per-
colate into the soil, thereby
replenishing depleted aqui-
fers, restoring groundwater
levels and triggering natural
vegetation growth.

The initiative is also ex-
pected to improve soil health
and create opportunities for
sustainable agriculture and
afforestation without resort-

ing to energy-intensive or
costly engineering solutions,
they said.

The freshwater recharge
process is designed to flush
harmful salts from degraded
land, rehydrate dry subsoil
layers and dissolve nutrients
essential for plant growth,
they said.

Authorities said the inter-
vention is expected to deliv-
er both immediate and long-
term ecological benefits, in-
cluding groundwater re-
charge, vegetation regener-
ation, soil stabilisation and
desalinisation.

Officials said moisture ex-
posure is likely to activate
dormant seeds present in the
barren soil, leading initially
to the growth of grasses and
hardy shrubs, followed by
larger vegetation over time.

The establishment of plant
cover is expected to
strengthen soil structure and
reduce wind and water ero-
sion, the primary drivers of
land degradation in the re-
gion, they added. – PTI

Bid to reclaim nearly 800 acres of
barren land near Spituk

NEW DELHI, May 24:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah today asserted that the
proposed Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) will not affect tribals
in any way and urged the com-
munity not to fall for “conspir-
acies” and misinformation
being spread over the issue.

Addressing a tribal conclave
– Janjati Sanskritik Samagam
– organised by Janjati Surak-
sha Manch to mark the 150th
birth anniversary year of Bir-
sa Munda at Red Fort
grounds, Shah said special
provisions have been made in
BJP-ruled States implement-
ing the UCC to keep tribal
communities out of its ambit.

“A conspiracy has now be-
gun claiming that the Uni-
form Civil Code will deprive
tribal communities of their
culture, traditions and their
right to live according to
their customs,” Shah said.

“Today, from this stage, as
the Home Minister in the
Narendra Modi government,
I want to make it absolutely
clear that no provision of the
UCC is going to be imposed
upon tribal communities or
Vanvasi society,” he said.

Wherever BJP govern-
ments (in States) have im-
plemented the UCC, the

UCC will not affect tribal communities
in any way, says Amit Shah

Narendra Modi dispensation
has ensured that all tribal
communities remain outside
its purview, Shah said.

The Home Minister urged
tribal communities not to fear
the proposed law and ap-
pealed to people to spread
awareness in villages and for-
est regions.

“I want to tell everyone
spreading confusion that the
UCC will not interfere with
the traditions and customs of

any tribal or Vanvasi brother
or sister,” he said.

“Take this message to eve-
ry village, every region, the
hills and forests, and make
every tribal community aware
that there is no need to fear
the UCC,” Shah added.

Referring to Naxalism,
Shah said the country is mov-
ing towards becoming free
from the problem and
claimed tribal development
has suffered for decades due

to violence.
“Today, in this Kumbh of

tribal communities, I can
proudly say that our country
is moving towards becoming
fully free from the Naxal
problem,” he said.

“Those who stalled the
development of tribal socie-
ty through violence caused
the deaths of thousands of
tribal people... we are now
moving completely out of that
crisis. Now the time has

come for rapid development
in tribal regions, hills and for-
ests,” Shah added.

The Home Minister also
spoke against religious con-
versions in tribal areas and
said no one has the right to
forcibly convert another per-
son’s faith.

“Our Constitution makers
gave every individual the
right to live with dignity ac-
cording to their original faith
and traditions. No greed,
temptation or inducement
should be used to change an-
yone’s religion,” Shah said.

“Those who are trying to
create divisions should under-
stand that today’s gathering of
tribal communities sends a very
strong message to them,” he
said, adding that tribal commu-
nities have remained deeply
connected to nature worship
and traditional beliefs.

Shah also attacked previ-
ous Congress governments
over tribal welfare spending
and claimed that the Modi
government has significant-
ly increased the budget for
the community.

“Earlier, the total budget
for tribal welfare was only Rs
28,000 crore. Narendra Modi
ji increased it to Rs 1.54-lakh
crore,” he said. – PTI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the ‘Janjati Sanskritik Samagam’, marking the 150th
birth anniversary of tribal icon Birsa Munda, at Red Fort grounds in New Delhi on Sunday. – PTI

Pradhan, Sitharaman discuss
CBSE payment gateway overhaul

“complete overhaul” of its
payment gateway system.

“It is envisaged that the co-
ordinated effort with the Fi-
nance Ministry and public sec-
tor banks shall ensure seam-
less digital transactions, im-
proved payment gateway sta-
bility and smooth experience
for students availing CBSE re-
evaluation and related servic-
es,” the statement said.

Pradhan has also directed
to depute teams of profes-
sors and technical experts
from IIT-Madras and IIT-
Kanpur to examine all the
technical issues reported
since the rollout of this year’s
re-evaluation services and
assist the CBSE in ensuring
a glitch-free process, the Ed-
ucation Ministry said.

“The team of experts will
implement focused techno-
logical improvements and
will specifically examine por-
tal stability and server per-
formance,” it said.

“The team will also exam-
ine the overall IT infrastruc-
ture and assist in taking cor-
rective measures to ensure
that login authentication/user
access systems/payment
gateways are accurate and in
order,” it added.

CBSE to issue refunds:
The CBSE today said it will
issue refunds to students who

were overcharged during the
class 12 post-result process
due to technical issues.

This comes a day after
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan sought
a detailed report from the
CBSE over complaints of
technical glitches faced by
students during the re-eval-
uation process.

In a notice, the CBSE said
that on May 21 and 22, certain
technical issues led to incorrect
fee deductions in some cases
while students were applying
for scanned copies of evaluated
answer books, it said.

“In some instances, excess
payment was deducted, while
in others, lesser amounts
were charged,” it said.

The CBSE said that in all
cases of excess payment, the
“exact excess amounts shall
be refunded to the same pay-
ment method which was used
for payment”.

“Similarly, in cases where
lesser payment was deducted,
candidates shall be informed
separately regarding pay-
ment of the balance amount,
if required,” it said.

“Scanned copies of the
evaluated answer books shall
be provided in all such cases,
without candidates being re-
quired to submit fresh re-
quests,” it added. – PTI

KOLKATA, May 24: The
BJP today swept the repoll
to Bengal’s Falta Assembly
seat with a victory margin
of more than one lakh votes
in the constituency long
seen as a citadel of the TMC,
whose nominee slipped to
fourth place and forfeited
his deposit.

Polling 1,49,666 votes, the
BJP’s Debangshu Panda de-
feated his nearest rival, the
CPI(M)’s Sambhu Nath Kur-
mi, by a margin of 1,09,021
votes. Kurmi secured 40,645
votes while the Congress’
Abdur Razzak Molla finished
third with 10,084 votes.

TMC’s Jahangir Khan,
once among the most-talked-
about faces of the Falta cam-
paign, slipped to fourth place
with just 7,783 votes and for-
feited his deposit.

Two days before polling,
Khan had announced that he
was stepping aside “for Fal-
ta’s interest”, a move the BJP
mocked as an attempt to
“run away” from the battle.

However, since withdraw-
al of nomination was not pos-
sible at that time, his name
remained on the EVMs.

The Falta Assembly seat
had been held by the TMC
since 2011. The party re-

NEW DELHI, May 24:
President Droupadi Murmu
will present 66 Padma
Awards at the first civil in-
vestiture ceremony for 2026
to be held in the Ganatantra
Mandap of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Monday.

During the ceremony to be
attended by Vice-President
CP Radhakrishnan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, among others, the Pres-
ident will confer two Padma
Vibhushan, six Padma Bhush-

Congress will
not rest until
Pradhan resigns:
Rahul on NEET
paper leak issue

NEW DELHI, May 24:
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi today said his party will
not rest until Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
resigns and a foolproof sys-
tem is put in place to prevent
paper leaks like in NEET.

He shared a video of stu-
dents protesting in Hydera-
bad, highlighting the NEET
paper leak and demanding
Pradhan’s resignation. They
also raised slogans against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Pradhan.

“When millions of youth
are on the streets, the future
of 22 lakh children is at stake
and the PM remains silent,
then the government is not
focused on responding but is
busy evading,” the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha said.

“Until Dharmendra Prad-
han resigns and a foolproof
system is established to pre-
vent paper leaks like NEET,
we will not stop,” Gandhi said
in a post in Hindi on X.

The Congress has been
demanding that Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han step down or be sacked
after the NEET-UG exam
was cancelled due to paper
leak. – PTI

President Murmu to present 66 Padma Awards today
an and 58 Padma Shri Awards.

For the year 2026, the
President has approved con-
ferment of 131 Padma Awards
including five Padma Vibhush-
an, 13 Padma Bhushan and 113
Padma Shri Awards.

The remaining Padma
awardees will be conferred
in the second round of the
ceremony to be held later,
sources said.

The awards are announced
on the occasion of the Repub-
lic Day every year.

The coveted civilian honours

are given in various fields – art,
social work, public affairs, sci-
ence and engineering, trade and
industry, medicine, literature
and education, sports, civil
service, etc. Padma Vibhushan
is awarded for exceptional and
distinguished service while
Padma Bhushan for distin-
guished service of high order
and Padma Shri for distin-
guished service in any field.

Continuing with the princi-
ple of celebrating ordinary In-
dians making extraordinary
contributions, this year’s Pad-

ma Awards include a wide spec-
trum of 45 unsung heroes from
across the length and breadth
of India, the sources said.

Each has overcome tre-
mendous personal hardships
and tragedies to not just ex-
cel in their chosen fields, but
go further on to serve socie-
ty at large, they said.

These include individuals
from marginalised and Dalit
communities, primitive
tribes and those from remote
and difficult terrains, they
added.– PTI

BJP sweeps Falta Assembly
repoll by over 1 lakh votes

tained the constituency in
2021 with around 57 per cent
of the votes polled.

Today’s verdict, however,
marked a dramatic collapse
in the party’s support base.

The BJP secured 71.2 per
cent vote share in the repoll,
a sharp jump from 36.75 per
cent in 2021, while the
TMC’s vote share crashed to
just 3.7 per cent.

The result came days af-
ter the BJP ended the TMC’s
15-year rule and scripted a
regime change in West Ben-
gal earlier this month, lend-
ing the Falta contest signifi-
cance far beyond the bound-
aries of South 24 Parganas and
turning it into an early test of
the State’s altered political
landscape.

With the Falta victory, the
BJP’s tally in Election Com-
mission records for the 2026
Assembly polls rose to 208
from 207, though its effective
Assembly strength remained

207 after Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari vacated
Nandigram upon retaining
Bhabanipur.

Adhikari described the
verdict as proof that “reality
had come to light” when
people were allowed to vote
freely.

In a post on X, Adhikari said
he bowed “in salutation to
the people of Falta” for giv-
ing a “resounding mandate”
to BJP candidate Debangshu
Panda and noted that he had
appealed for a victory mar-
gin of one lakh votes, a tar-
get that had been crossed.

Promising to repay the
“debt through development”
and build a “golden Falta”, he
launched a sharp attack on the
TMC, alleging that the party,
while in power, had trans-
formed itself into a “mafia
company” that abused State
machinery, looted public funds
and fostered a culture of syn-
dicates and intimidation.

Claiming that Falta voters
had regained the freedom to
vote independently after 15
years, Adhikari said the “re-
ality has come to light”, and
asserted that “this was just
the beginning” of what he
called a wider political rejec-
tion of the TMC. – PTI

TMC candidate
Jahangir Khan
forfeits deposit as
he secures just
7,783 votes


