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NEW DELHI, April 5:
Two months after the first
phase of the Census gets
over, local bodies’ govern-
ment officials will collect
granular data on civic ameni-
ties across 784 districts to
come up with the country’s
District Census Handbook,
or DCHB, containing a com-
prehensive record of civic in-
frastructure at the village and
town level.

In a letter to all States and
Union Territories, the Reg-
istrar General and Census
Commissioner of India, Mri-
tunjay Kumar Narayan, has
asked them to commence the
field work for the handbook
two months after the com-
pletion of the first phase of
the Census 2027 – the
Houselisting and Housing
Census – and to complete it
within 30 days.

The handbook records
schools, hospitals, drainage
systems, electricity connec-
tions, roads, banks and doz-
ens of other amenities, not-
ing not only whether a facility

Collection of district-level infra data
to begin after phase 1 of Census

exists but how far residents
must travel if it does not.

Published continuously
since the first population
Census conducted after inde-
pendence in 1951, the hand-
book will see a significant
methodological shift. For the
first time, the data shall be
collected through a mobile
application rather than paper
schedules, which were used
in every previous round.

“The DCHB forms an in-
tegral part of the Census op-
erations and is prepared sep-
arately for each district. It
presents key demographic
and socio-economic charac-
teristics, along with detailed
information on the availabili-
ty of civic amenities and in-
frastructural facilities for eve-
ry village and town in the dis-
trict,” it said.

The handbook is prepared
separately for each of the
country’s 784 districts, mak-
ing it a thorough record of
the civic infrastructure of
each village and town.

“The reference date for

the collection of DCHB data
for 784 districts shall be 31-
12-2025, and the information
for villages and towns shall
reflect their status as of that
date,” it said.

The data is collected in two
parts: a Village and Town Di-
rectory and a Primary Cen-
sus Abstract by field func-
tionaries – patwaris, pancha-
yat secretaries and village
development officers – in ru-
ral areas.

The Village Directory will
collate data in nine fields,
comprising educational and

medical facilities, water and
sanitation, transport and
communication, banking and
credit, electricity supply, land
utilisation and irrigation, prin-
cipal agricultural commodi-
ties, and manufactures and
handicrafts.

For each amenity, field
functionaries must note
whether it is available, how
many government and pri-
vate facilities exist, and, if
none, the distance to the
nearest one, coded as less
than 5 km, between 5 and 10
km, or more than 10 km.

The Town Directory con-
tains additional sections on
slum-level infrastructure,
social and recreational facili-
ties and a population growth
history stretching back to
1911. Civic and other amen-
ities like fire stations, pucca
roads and latrines are collat-
ed in this directory.

The field workers will use
the DCHB Mobile App to
collect the data under their
jurisdiction.

“Only in exceptional cir-

cumstances, when data collec-
tion through digital means is
not possible, the charge offic-
er may permit the collection
of data manually using the
prescribed Village Directory
and Town Directory sched-
ules,” the letter said.

In towns, the municipal
commissioner or executive
officer of a town panchayat
will be responsible for the
entire town regardless of
its size.

The RGI has developed
the web portal
dchb.census.gov.in to upload
submissions in real time and
allow charge officers to veri-
fy data, raise queries and re-
turn records for correction.

The portal provides role-
based access, real-time mon-
itoring, and built-in validation
checks to ensure the accura-
cy, consistency, and com-
pleteness of data.

The DCHB app and the
website are synchronised,
enabling seamless data flow
between the two plat-
forms. – PTI

Bid to prepare
country’s
District Census
Handbook
containing a
comprehensive
record of civic
infrastructure at
the village and
town level

IDUKKI (Kerala), April 5:
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge today alleged that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wants to amend the
FCRA to attack Christian in-
stitutions, NGOs and civil so-
ciety working in the field of
public and social welfare.

Kharge, at a UDF public
meeting in Idukki Assembly
constituency, said the proposed
amendments to the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) shows the real intent
of the BJP and Modi.

“It is not a reform. It is an
attack, not just on Christian
institutions, but on civil socie-
ty, NGOs  and poor institutions
which are getting funds to im-
prove people’s lives,” he said.

He said that just like the
amendments to the Waqf Act
created fear among the Mus-
lims, the proposed changes to
the FCRA have made the Chris-
tian people apprehensive.

“This is not governance, it
is selective targeting of the
society,” he said and assured
that the Congress will stand

COOCH BEHAR, April 5:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today said that the 33
per cent reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies would
start benefiting them from
the 2029 parliamentary polls,
as he sought to weaken West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s strong-
est electoral constituency.

Addressing his first rally in
north Bengal after the poll
schedule was announced,
Modi turned the sprawling
ground in Cooch Behar into
a direct appeal to Bengal’s
women, invoking the State’s
tradition of ‘Shakti’ worship,

Modi makes 33% quota pitch
to Bengal women voters

citing the Sandeshkhali out-
rage and projecting the BJP
as the guarantor of “security,
dignity and empowerment”
for women.

“It is important for the
country that women have a
greater role in decisions
made for the country.
Therefore, our government
has enacted a law providing
33 per cent reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies,”
Modi said.

In what could have major
political implications in a
State where women consti-
tute nearly half the elector-
ate and have emerged as the

backbone of the TMC’s elec-
toral dominance, the PM said
the NDA government was
now trying to ensure that the
quota law passed in 2023
comes into force from the
next Lok Sabha election.

“The sisters of West Ben-
gal and of the entire country
should begin getting its ben-
efit from the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections itself. We are trying
to ensure this. Therefore, the
government has convened a
special session of Parliament
this month,” he said.

“This right of mothers and
sisters has been pending for
40 years. There should not
be any further delay,” he add-
ed, in remarks that appeared
aimed as much at the Oppo-
sition parties as at women
voters across the country.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju had indicat-
ed in Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day that Parliament would
meet again soon to consider
a key legislation.

The Budget Session of
Parliament has been extend-
ed for three more days and
will reconvene on April 16
after a brief recess, with the
Centre planning to bring leg-
islation to raise the number
of Lok Sabha seats from 543
to 816.  – PTI

PM says benefit from 2029 LS polls

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by Union
Minister of State and BJP leader Sukanta Majumdar during
a public meeting ahead of the West Bengal Assembly
elections, in Cooch Behar on Sunday. –PTI

It’s an attack on Christian
institutions, NGOs: Kharge

as a wall against any injustice
by the BJP and Modi.

The FCRA Amendment
Bill, introduced in the Lok
Sabha on March 25 by Union
Minister of State for Home Ni-
tyanand Rai, seeks to enhance
transparency and ensure prop-
er utilisation of foreign funds.

In his speech, Kharge said
that winds of change were
blowing in Kerala and the
Congress-led UDF was cer-
tain to form government af-
ter the elections. He also as-
serted that the BJP was not

going to win a single seat in the
Assembly polls on April 9, as
people of Kerala are well aware
and educated enough to under-
stand the saffron party’s “com-
munal and divisive designs”.

He also slammed the LDF,
alleging that under its govern-
ance the State debt reached
nearly Rs 6-lakh crore from Rs
1.57-lakh crore in 2016, unem-
ployment rate reached 30 per
cent – three times the national
average, corruption increased
and gold was stolen from the
Sabarimala shrine. – PTI

Proposed FCRA amendments

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge being felicitated
during a campaign ahead of the Kerala Assembly elections,
in Idukki district, Kerala, on Sunday. – PTI

(Contd from page 1)
Khera claimed that she has

a UAE passport, which was
issued on March 14, 2022 and
expires on March 13, 2027.

He claimed the second pass-
port in her name is from Anti-
gua and Barbuda, which was
issued on August 26, 2021, and
expires on August 25, 2031.

Khera alleged that the third
passport is from Egypt,
which was issued on Febru-
ary 13, 2022 and expires on
February 12, 2029.

“Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
entire politics is predicated on
hatred against Muslims; yet,
his wife holds passports from
two Muslim countries?”
Khera alleged.

“Are they making prepara-
tions to flee the country in the
event of an electoral defeat?”
Khera said.

He also alleged that Sar-
ma’s wife owns two proper-
ties in Dubai. “Many people
own properties abroad. How-
ever, when a spouse contests
an election, these assets must
be disclosed in their affidavit.
Yet, there is no mention what-
soever of these two Dubai
properties in Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s affidavit,” Khera said.

Why did he fail to disclose
his wife’s Dubai properties in
his affidavit, the Congress
leader asked.

Congress alleges ...

(Contd from page 1)
In Barhampur, BJP’s Jitu

Goswami had defeated the
Congress candidate by a slen-
der margin of 751 votes.

Similarly, in Nazira, Con-
gress leader Debabrata Sai-
kia won by just 683 votes.
Notably, AJP, contesting in-
dependently at the time, se-
cured around 7,800 votes in
Nazira and 2,000 in Barham-
pur – figures that could prove
decisive under the current al-
liance framework.

The rematch in Nazira be-
tween Debabrata Saikia and
Moyur Borgohain is expect-
ed to be closely watched,
while in Barhampur, Jitu Gos-
wami now faces a Congress-
backed AJP candidate Rajen
Gohain.

A narrow margin was also
recorded in Dudhnoi, where
Congress candidate Jadav
Swargiary had won by 1,276
votes. Although both major
parties are again competing
for the seat, they have intro-
duced new candidates, indi-
cating strategic recalibration.

Comparable margins were
observed in Bijni (1,003
votes) and Udharbond (2,685
votes), reinforcing the im-
portance of micro-level elec-
toral strategies.

Teok presents another in-
teresting contest, with a re-
newed face-off between AGP
and Congress. In 2021, AGP
had edged past Congress by
just 1,350 votes. This time,
Congress has fielded Pallabi

Opp alliance ...

Khera also alleged that Sar-
ma’s wife owns a company
based in Wyoming, USA. The
list of members for this com-
pany includes the names of the
couple and their son, he
claimed. “Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma has stashed his money in
Wyoming by setting up shell
companies,” he alleged. – PTI

Staff Reporter adds from
Guwahati: APCC president
Gaurav Gogoi and Khera on
Sunday evening called upon
Sarma to come clean on the
allegations.

The Congress said it will
approach the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) and the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) over the matter.

Following the press meet
in Delhi, Khera flew down to
Guwahati and addressed a
press meet here along with
Gogoi and Chhattisgarh’s
former Chief Minister Bh-
upesh Baghel.

In Guwahati, Khera again
put forth the charges levelled
by the Congress against the
Chief Minister and his wife and
challenged the BJP leader to
respond to the allegations.

“This is only the beginning.
A lot more will emerge in the
days to come. This is only a
trailer. The full picture is still
to come. Let him (Sarma) go
to the court and file defama-

tion case. We are ready,”
Khera said.

Gogoi said that the Con-
gress has made public impor-
tant information with proof.
“We have not merely made
allegations. We have also
made public the documents. I
believe this is a fit case for the
ED to probe,” he said.

“The Chief Minister has
given the standard response
that he will file a defamation
case. So many defamation cas-
es have been filed by Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma during the last
few years, including against
me. Nobody is scared of defa-
mation cases.”

Gogoi said that the party
expects the people of Assam
to look into the allegations
raised by the Congress. “I
believe the people of Assam
will cast conscience vote this
time,” he said.

“He (Sarma) will face in-
vestigation in the coming
time. We will approach the
ECI to cancel his nomination
and disqualify him. We will
appeal to the Prime Minister
to register an ED case to
probe such a serious matter...
We are not here to play law-
yer and criminal. We are put-
ting the matter in the court of
the public... You (Sarma)
should reply to our charges,”
Gogoi added.

US Air ...
(Contd from page 1)

“His location was initially
unknown to the United States
but the CIA found his hiding
place,” the report said, quot-
ing information shared by
senior administration officials.

American aircraft dropped
bombs and opened fire on Ira-
nian convoys to keep them
away from where the airman
was hiding, the report said.

“US commandos also fired
their weapons to keep Irani-
an forces away from the res-
cue site as they converged on
the airman but did not engage
in a firefight with the Irani-
ans,” a US military official said.

The NYT report said that
Navy SEAL Team 6 comman-
dos rescued the weapons sys-
tems officer in an operation
that “involved hundreds of
special operations troops and

other military personnel
working deep in enemy ter-
ritory”.

Soon after he was rescued,
Trump announced on Truth
Social late on Saturday night
that the United States Mili-
tary had “pulled off one of the
most daring Search and Res-
cue Operations in US Histo-
ry, for one of our incredible
Crew Member Officers, who
also happens to be a highly re-
spected Colonel, and who I
am thrilled to let you know is
now SAFE and SOUND!

“This brave Warrior was
behind enemy lines in the
treacherous mountains of
Iran, being hunted down by
our enemies, who were get-
ting closer and closer by the
hour,” he said.

The rescued officer “sus-
tained injuries, but he will be

just fine”, Trump said, adding
that there were no American
casualties as the US forces
pulled off this rescue mission
as well as another one involv-
ing another pilot.

Iran’s regime had offered a
reward for the capture of “en-
emy’s pilot or pilots”, who it
said should be turned over
alive to security forces, ac-
cording to a local affiliate of
Iran’s state broadcaster, the
NYT reported.

In a separate incident, a lone
pilot was rescued when an-
other Air Force combat plane,
an A-10 Warthog, had crashed
in the Persian Gulf region on
Friday. The A-10 Warthog
crashed on Friday near the
Strait of Hormuz, the critical
oil chokepoint that Iran has
blocked during the ongoing
war. – PTI

Gogoi again, while AGP has
nominated Bikash Saikia.

In Lakhimpur, BJP’s Man-
ab Deka had secured victory
by a margin of 3,096 votes,
while in Thowra, Sushanta
Borgohain (then with Con-
gress) had won by 2,006
votes. Similarly, Rupjyoti
Kurmi’s victory in Mariani
(2,446 votes) and Hiten Gos-
wami’s win in Jorhat (under
7,000 votes) points at preva-
lence of tight races.

From a macro perspective,
in the 2021 elections, win-
ning candidates secured
44.47 per cent of the total
votes. The NDA’s overall
vote share stood at 44.51 per
cent, only marginally ahead
of the Congress-led Mahajot
(which included AIUDF) at
43.68 per cent.

Smaller parties, including
AJP and Raijor Dal, account-
ed for 4.74 per cent of the
vote – enough to influence
outcomes in tightly contest-
ed seats.

Congress had contested 95
seats, AJP 82, and Raijor Dal
29 in 2021. The lack of coordi-
nation among these parties
likely contributed to vote split-
ting in several constituencies.

Noting the significance,
both NDA and Congress-led
alliance have put special ef-
forts on these seats. While
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself campaigned at
Lakhimpur, Congress’s Priy-
anka Gandhi Vadra spoke at a
rally at Nazira.

(Contd from page 1)
The Congress leader al-

leged that Sarma, along with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, has creat-
ed a “land ATM” to snatch
land from the public to give
it to a few big industrialists.

Gandhi claimed that three
big corporate houses have
been handed over a total of
98,400 bighas of land in As-
sam. “It is a land-grabbing
syndicate in Assam. But
they don’t get land for free.
These corporates are the fi-
nancing machines of the
BJP,” he alleged.

Like Zubeen ...
Gandhi also asserted that

Congress believes in decen-
tralisation, while BJP is try-
ing to run Assam from Del-
hi.

“We have come here with
five promises – financial as-
sistance to every woman
monthly. Women will be giv-
en one-time financial assist-
ance of Rs 50,000 each for
setting up small  scale
projects. We will give myadi
patta to one million families.
We will bring you health in-
surance – Rs 25 lakh per in-
surance policy.

Delivering the welcome
address, State Congress

chief Gaurav Gogoi said, “We
have promised the people of
Assam in our election mani-
festo – that i f  Congress
comes to power, 3 lakh wom-
en will be given government
jobs. Drugs have destroyed
the society and crime has
increased. If our government
comes, villages will be drug-
free. I will form a women’s
committee for this.”

Mentioning the tea gar-
den communities, Gogoi
said that free bus service for
students from tea gardens
and backward areas will be
lauched. – PTI/Biswanath
Chariali Correspondent

(Contd from page 1)
“Spelling errors (“Egyp-

tiann”) and incorrect Arabic
reference. Title deed QR
code appears invalid and does
not resolve to any authentic
record,” Sarma stated.

He added, “These incon-
sistencies strongly indicate
possible fabrication or digital
manipulation. Truth will pre-
vail. Those spreading misin-

CM rejects ...
formation will be held ac-
countable. I am confident that
Pawan Khera’s campaign of
falsehood is nearing its end.
Eventually, Mr Khera will go
to jail.”

Meanwhile, the Chief Min-
ister’s wife, Riniki Bhuyan
Sharma, accused the Con-
gress party of using AI-gen-
erated images while levelling
the allegations.

CHANDIGARH, April 5:
Punjab Police have arrested
two alleged perpetrators of a
recent blast outside the BJP
headquarters in Chandigarh,
taking the total number of ar-
rests in the case to seven, a
senior police officer said today.

The arrested are allegedly
part of an ISI-backed module,
and they were taking directions
from their handlers in Germa-
ny and Portugal, police said.

The police arrested Gurtej
Singh and Amanpreet Singh,
from Haryana’s Rewari, on
the night of April 4 in a joint
operation with Haryana Po-

2 main perpetrators
arrested; attack backed
by ISI: Punjab DGP

lice, Punjab Director Gener-
al of Police Gaurav Yadav said.

Both of them are residents
of the Morinda area in Pun-
jab’s Rupnagar and were
working as bike operators at
Rapido, Yadav said.

In this case, the police ear-
lier arrested five accused,
Mandeep, Rubal Chauhan,
Charanjit Singh, Jasvir Singh
and Balwinder.

On April 1, around 5 pm, a
blast occurred outside the
BJP’s State headquarters in
Chandigarh’s Sector 37. The
explosion dealt damage to
nearby parked vehicles. – PTI

Chandigarh BJP office blast
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